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Political Science 1: Introduction to American Politics 
Spring 2021 

 
This course provides a wide-ranging introduction to American national government and politics.  After 
studying some foundational topics, we will analyze the four major national political institutions.  Then we 
will focus on mass politics in America.  The primary goals of the course are to learn about key issues in 
the study of the U.S. political system and to prepare students to take upper division courses on American 
politics. 
 
Instructor 
Professor Ben Highton, bhighton@ucdavis.edu 
 
Teaching Assistants & Sections 
Ray Brandt, rjbrandt@ucdavis.edu, Sections: A04 (W at 3:10 p.m.) & A05 (W at 4:10 p.m.)  
 
Rana McReynolds, rmcreynolds@ucdavis.edu, Sections: A01 (T at 4:10 p.m.) & A02 (T at 5:10 p.m.) 
 
Jack Rametta, jtrametta@ucdavis.edu, Sections: A03 (T at 6:10 p.m.) & A06 (W at 5:10 p.m.)  
 
Method of Instruction 
This course will be taught remotely with asynchronous lectures and synchronous discussion sections that 
will be recorded and made available to students who are unable to attend.  During a typical week, students 
will be expected to (a) watch and take notes on lecture material, (b) attend and participate in discussion 
sections, (c) complete the assigned readings, and (d) turn in a homework assignment.  On a weekly basis 
there will be a “Page” on Canvas lists the work for the week and provides links to lectures/etc.  Please 
check Canvas for information about office hours. 
 
Important Notes about Course Materials 
Hopefully this is the last time I will put this on a syllabus because hopefully this will be the last quarter of 
remote teaching.  In light of the sometimes widespread and problematic sharing of course materials on-
line, UCD recommends that instructors make the following crystal clear to students: 
 

Lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, tests, outlines, and similar materials, are 
protected by U.S. copyright law and by University policy.  I [Ben Highton] am the exclusive owner of the 
copyright in those materials I create.  Students may take notes and make copies of course materials for their 
own personal use.  Students may also share those materials with another student who is enrolled in or auditing 
this course.  Students may not reproduce, distribute or display (post/upload) lecture notes or recordings or 
course materials in any other way — whether or not a fee is charged — without my express prior written 
consent.  You also may not allow others to do so.  If you do so, you may be subject to student conduct 
proceedings under the UC Davis Code of Academic Conduct.  Similarly, students own the copyright in their 
original papers and exam essays.  If I am interested in posting your answers or papers on the course web site, I 
will ask for your written permission. 

 
Reading 
There are two required books for the course: Why We're Polarized (by Ezra Klein) and Democracy in 
America? (by Benjamin Page and Martin Gilens).  A third book is optional.  It is a textbook (The Logic of 
American Politics, by Kernell and 4 others).  It is optional because students will only be responsible for 
the material in the textbook that is covered in lectures and section.  For students who want a copy, either 
the 9th edition or the 10th edition is fine.  The bookstore will make all of the books available and there are 
many other ways to buy/rent books in paper or electronic format. 
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Writing 
POL1 qualifies as a Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) course that fulfills the Writing Experience 
(WE) core literacy requirement.  Students will work on their writing through 7 short (1-2 pages) papers.  
Details and expectations will be discussed in lectures and sections. 
 
Final Exam 
There will be no final exam for this course. 
 
Grades 
Final grades will be based on the homework/writing assignments.  The first time a student turns in a late 
assignment, the maximum grade it will receive is half credit.  (For example, if an assignment is worth 30 
points the maximum grade the student will receive is 15 points.)  The second and any subsequent late 
assignments will receive grades of 0.  Note: An assignment will not be treated as late if it is submitted to 
Canvas within 5 minutes of the due date/time.  Grades will be assigned using the following scale: 
 
 Grade From To Grade From To 
 A+ 97 100 C+ 77 79.9 
 A 93 96.9 C 73 76.9 
 A- 90 92.9 C- 70 72.9 
 B+ 87 89.9 D+ 67 69.9 
 B 83 86.9 D 63 66.9 
 B- 80 82.9 D- 60 62.9 
    F 0 59.9 
 
To give all students the benefit of close calls on grading, we will add 0.5 to all students’ final grades.  For 
example, a student whose overall grade is an 89.5 and who would otherwise receive a B+ will get bumped 
up to 90 (89.5 + 0.5=90.0) and receive an A-.  (Of course there need to be cutoffs somewhere.  A student 
with an 89.4 would get bumped to an 89.9 and still receive a B+.) 
 
Students with Disabilities 
We will be happy to accommodate students with special needs provided that they work through the 
process developed by the Student Disability Center on campus (http://sdc.ucdavis.edu).  This process 
involves requesting accommodation before or at the beginning of the quarter.  If you have any questions 
about this, please contact the instructor or the TA during the first week of the quarter. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity is important.  Dishonesty will not be tolerated.  If you are unfamiliar with the 
university’s academic code of conduct, please consult the SJA (the office of Student Support and Judicial 
Affairs, http://sja.ucdavis.edu/), and especially this document.  Please also note that we will use 
plagiarism review software that compares what students submit to what other students submit along with 
what can be found on the internet.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and violates the university’s academic 
code of conduct.  If you have any questions about plagiarism specifically or what constitutes 
inappropriate academic behavior in general, please contact SJA, Prof. Highton, or your TA in advance of 
turning something in.   
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Tentative Schedule 
 
Lectures, week of: 
 3/29: Introduction (textbook, chapter 1) 
 4/5: The Constitution (textbook, chapter 2) 
 4/12: Civil Rights (textbook, chapter 4) 
 4/19: Civil Liberties (textbook, chapter 5) 
 4/26: Congress (textbook, chapter 6) 
 5/3:  The Presidency/Bureaucracy (textbook, chapters 7 & 8) 
 5/10: The Judiciary (textbook, chapter 9) 
 5/17: Public Opinion & Voting (textbook, chapters 10 & 11) 
 5/24: Political Parties & Interest Groups (textbook, chapters 12 & 13) 
 5/31: Catchup & Review 

 
Readings, due by: 
 Monday 4/5: Klein, Chapter 1 [18 pages] 
 Monday 4/12: Klein, Chapters 2-3 [62 pages] 
 Monday 4/19: Klein, Chapters 4-5 + Interlude [58 pages] 
 Monday 4/26: Klein, Chapters 6-7 [58 pages] 
 Monday 5/3: Klein, Chapters 8-10 [72 pages] 
 Monday 5/10:  Page & Gilens, Chapters 1-2 [52 pages]  
 Monday 5/17: Page & Gilens, Chapters 3-4 [78 pages] 
 Monday 5/24: Page & Gilens, Chapters 5 & 7 [38 pages] 
 Monday 5/31: Page & Gilens, Chapter 9 & 10 [32 pages] 

 


